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Difficulties of terminology for 3D 
displays and needs for standardization

• Various technologies and methods
• Related to various technical fields
• Ambiguous/double meaning terms
• Historical transition of usage

• Clarifying scope of 3D display devices
• Correct and strict technical treatment 
• Systematic description based on classified 3D 

display technologies

Adjusting terminology for
whole 3D display technologies



Some fundamental and important 
issues in 3D terminology

• What is the definition of 3D displays?
• Stereoscopic is two-view (with glasses) or 

not?
• What is the relation between stereoscopic

and autostereoscopic?

Stereoscopic

Autostereoscopic
or Stereoscopic Autostereoscopic ?



Examples of classification of 3D 
displays/technologies

Standardization forum on IMID’08

T. Okoshi, Three-Dimensional Imaging 
Techniques, Academic Press, (1976) Grand map of the standardization 

on 3D displays (JP NC)



Japanese approach for 
adjusting 3D terminology  

• Coverage
– General and fundamental terms
– 3D key technologies for 3D display devices
– Performances and specifications of 3D display 

devices
• Survey

– Technical, historical, philological,…
⇒ avoiding confusion of the 3D terms including other

related technical fields
• Harmonization and collaboration with other 

activities
– Technical report “Optical Characteristics of 

autostereoscopic displays” in ISO/TC 159/SC 4/WG 2



Current status

Terms
General terms 11
3D display technology 28
Apparatus or component of 3D 
display

15

Performances  and 
specifications

19

Now progress…


	Terminology of 3D displays
	Difficulties of terminology for 3D displays and needs for standardization
	Some fundamental and important issues in 3D terminology
	Examples of classification of 3D displays/technologies
	Japanese approach for �adjusting 3D terminology  
	Current status

